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Chrissays

Really captures not only the essence of Finnishness (the culture) but also the politics of the place as played
out in one village during what was essentially feudalism, and the political/socialist/union revolution that
occurred at the turn of the 20th century. The characters were note perfect in their eccentricities and what they
illustrated.

What got short shrift was the greater role working-class women played - universal suffrage resulted in
several women members of parliament. That isin part due to the perspective taken to dissect a particular
village (reminded me a bit of William Hinton's nonfiction masterpiece in China, Fanshen, and also Jeff
Bursey's Mirros on which dust has fallen in that way), one where the lone socialist political representative is
aman, which was more common. But I'm not sure the women in general had to be quite so weepy. But that's
not to say they weren't strong, interesting characters on the whole.

[The whole design of this book made it look quite hokey, a shame. The work itself far surpassed my
expectations.]

Erika says

"L as den hér, den handlar om varifran Finland kommit", sa min pojkvan. Sajag laste den till sist, efter att
den stétt och tittat uppmanande pa mig fran bokhyllan i minst ett decennium.

Och jo, fran de har manniskorna har vi kommit, vi finlandare med demokrati och gratis utbildning. Fran
manniskor som de har, som levdei ett standssamhalle dér det var skillnad pafolk och folk men dér
positionen inte altid var avgorande for en manniskas karaktar, mod eller intelligens. Sa som det alltid &r.
Jag laser och lar mig mycket om torparnas situation (s pass att jag borjar fraga ut min mammaom huruvida
kantiga och knepiga, man 6msom beundrar dem och 6msom skakar pa huvudet & dem. Jag uppskattar att han
inte skapat goda och onda, daremot mangdimensionella personer som ofta sitter fast i en position deinte
riktigt valt & sig galv.

Lite mer givmild med historisk bakgrund och artal hade han kunnat varai synnerhet under bokens forsta
halva— da kandes det stundvis som om jag skulle ha behdvt en bredvidlasningsguide (eller aminstone
gymnasi etidens bok om Finlands historia) for att orienteramig. Personerna & manga, men de som tar storre
utrymme i beréttelsen borjar levaframfor mina 6gon, det kanns som om de funnits — finns — pariktigt.

Tomi says

Monellatapaa mahdoton kirja lukea. Linna on téll& (javiela enemman Tuntemattomalla sotilaalla) lyonyt
lukkoon niin monia suomalaisen kansallisen itseymmaéarryksen perusasioita, ettd on mahdotonta - ndin 60
vuottakirjan julkaisun jalkeen - lukiessa tietéd mika on Linnaa, mika on kansallista mytologiaa ja miké& on
kirjan kirjoitushetked. Teksti on loistavaa, "skaala on mieleton” jakliseet kliseiden pdélle naurattavat
melkein koko gjan. Pitanee trilogian jalkeen lukea jotain kontekstoivaa kritiikki&, koska kyse on niin paljon
isommasta asiasta kuin kirjasta: Pohjantahden lukeminen on kuin Kalevalaatavaisi.



Siis: jos haluaa ymmartaa suomalai sten myytteja, tdma kannattaa lukea. Mutta ei siité syysta, etta kirjaitse
paljastaisi suomalaisuuden perusolemuksen, vaan ymmarrysta saa sité kautta miten kirja rakentaa myytteja -
jamiten suomalaiset ovat kirjan myytit ottaneet omakseen.

Peony says

| haveto join the choir of praise - | loved it, it was magnificent! Times of big social change (turn of the
century) in Russian ruled Finland, presented in everyday life of the microcosmos of Pentinkulma village, full
of great authentic characters. | especialy loved Linna's clear carefully composed sentences full of meaning,
no gimmicks.

Toma says

A great classic. Thetrilogy is easy to read and flows great. Portrayal of thelifein asmall village in Finland
in the end of 19th century really brings the charactersto life. Reader goes through a rollercoaster of emotions
from anger to shame to sadness to joy living the events with the main characters. The trilogy captures the
Finnish mentality very well and if one for some weird reason wishes to understand Finns, reading this trilogy
isagood start.

| read the original Finnish version.

Annasnova says

This one was an uphill battle and | would have given up the book half-way if it wasn't this month's bookclub
pick. The narrative is slow and dreary. Though | enjoyed reading about Halme's transformation and Akseli's
coming-of-age story. It reminded me of Tolstoy's novels we had to read in high-school, with their detailed
descriptions of peasant life and struggle.

At the same time, reading classics like this does make you feel more aware of a country's history and culture
- especially when it's Finland's 100th birthday. Not to mention the bonus points | plan on collecting when
discussing this book with Finng!

Tiia says

Aivan vallattoman hyva énikirja, kun lukijanaon Veikko Sinisalo. Mies hykerteli, lauloi jakirosi hahmojen
mukana. Niin todentuntuinen ja mielenkiintoinen kuva Suomesta 1900-luvun alussa, ettd minakin
ensimmaisté kertaa sisdistan jotain kotimaani historiasta.




Calzean says

A book about life in South Central Finland, 1880-1907, at atime when Finland was ruled by Russia. Thisis
not a book with a plot, dramatic turns or sensations. It is abook about lifein asmall village.

The characters are mostly tenant farmers with few rights. The gentry keenly protect their rights of property
and control. But things are slowly changing. Socialism and tenant rights are being debated.

The characters are good hard-working, dour Finns. Humour and acohol are used sparingly.

The main character Jussi, is a hard-hard-working Finn, with no time for fun. He is miserly with his money
but knows the importance of being frugal. The last third of the book focuses on his son, Akesli and his
growing into a man, angry with the treatment his father and others have endured, and of hislove of Elina.
The selfishness of the property owners, especially the vicar and his wasteful wife was a highlight of the first
half of the book.

Anna-Maija Tahkavuori says

Taalla Pohjantdhden alla on yhteiskunnallinen monumentti tal onpoi kai sesta vapaustai stel usta,

kansalai ssodasta, tasa-arvon oikeutuksesta, ihmiskohtal oista itsendi syyttéan etsivassa, kehittyvassa
Suomessa.

maassa, kahden valtion valtapyrkimysten valissa, kehittyneesté hiljai sesta kansanluonteesta.

Ehka ulkomaal ainen ndkee viela suomalai suudessa K oskelan Jussin alistunei suutta ja jayhyytta - suolla
kuokkineen. M utta néisté | ahtokohdista tietoi suuden kehitys ja nuoren kansankunnan henkinen kasvu
lienevét vertaansa vailla

Kun Goodreads lokakuun listallaan suositteli Under the North Stars teosta englannin kielisena kéénnoksena
luettavakseni, yllatyin, jopaliikutuin. Taydellinen osuma.

Teoksellaoli lapsuuden kodissani erityinen merkitys:

koyhyyden, raadannan 18pi sisulla - lakimieheksi ja vaikuttajaksi.

Koskelan perheen kansallinen selviytymistarina etenee ensin hitaasti |agjeten, sitten harppauksin.
El&ytymall & hiljai suuden maailmaan pédasee pitkélle - ehkei sanoma kuitenkaan téysin vélity toisessa
kulttuurissa. Tai romaani avautuu téssa gjassa viihdykettd etsivélle pelkkéna synkkyytena.

Harvan kansakunnan vaiheita on kasitelty yhté toden tuntuisesti, tunneherkasti ja kattavasti. Jo sen vuoksi
trilogia kannattaisi rehkial&pi. Myos siksi etté kirjan sisdllalyo aidosti sydan.

Kaarna says

Tama on Perkeet-lukuhaasteen ensimmaéi sen kohdan (Omassa hyllyssa pisimpéaan lojunut, tai muu yhta
luotaantydntava, tiiliskivi) ensimmainen kolmasosa. Aion lukea nyt valissa muuta ja palata sitten tdman
projektin pariin. Uskaisin, etta nama kolme nidettéa ovat hyllyssani pisimpaan asunut tiiliskivi, jotaen ole
lukenut. Vai olla, etta llias ja Odysseia kilpailevat paikasta, mutta valitsin nyt taman.

L &hdin lukemaan tété vahan sellaisella "no nyt luetaan suomalaista historiallista mieskirjalisuutta'. Ja olihan



se sellaista, mutta oli se myds mielenkiintoista luettavaa. Pidin siitd, miten metonymioita kaytettiin
proosassakin, tai siis etté asioita saatettiin pagtdkseen niin etté kerrottiin yksityiskohta, jonkalukija edellisen
tiedon perustedllatiesi merkitsevan suurempaa kokonaisuutta. Hahmot jéivét aika pintapuolisiksi, muttaniin
kai néissd monia hahmoja sisaltavissa sukupol viromaaneissa yleensa kdy? En tiedd, en ole lukenut tallaisia
oikein.

Seuraavissa 0sissa saankin sitten nauttia sodista. Toivottavasti enemman kotirintaman nékokulmasta, mutta
en tosiaan yhtdan tiedd, mité naissa tapahtuu. Tai no, uskon, etta Suomen historian mukaan suunnilleen
mennaan, mutta mahdollisia ndkékulmia on ailka monia. Pidin siitd, etté téassa nékokulmaoli paéasiassa
torppareiden.

Annamariah says

exemplary historical novel in the sense that it tells about all the major events of the Finnish history during
that time from the point of view of the people experiencing them. Even though | have read about all those
things at school, | understand them better after reading this book.

The main characters of the trilogy are Jussi Koskela and his family, who are crofters or tenant farmers of the
local vicarage. The story is not only told from their point of view, though. The cast of charactersislarge,
including alot of villagers, among them other tenant farmers, the vicar and his family, the village tailor, and
some of the landowners. Some of the people are nicer than others, some are clever, othersrather silly, but all
of them are realistic, and many rather stereotypically Finnish, like the men who are almost incapabl e of
showing their emotions or talking about them.

Compared to the second part of the trilogy, the first book is maybe a bit slow at times, but | heartily
recommend reading it anyway. The book spans the time of about 25 years and its main focus is on the
growing tension between tenant farmers and landowners, universal suffrage, the rise of socialism, and
Finland's slow journey towards independence. Even though many of the events are not exactly happy,
Linnas writing is not without humour.

Natalia says

| have never been afan of historical novels. | did not really expect much from this book. Nevertheless, |
decided to giveit atry and - to my amazement - | found myself consumed by it. Despite the political and
historical background, the book is interesting and easy to read. The characters are realized splendidly. They
arereal, believable. At one point Akseli Koskela said to himself: "Darned childish man. (...) Letting people
know hisfeeling...". Finnish people do not show their emotion, but the book is soaked in them aswell asin
Finnishness, | could really fedl it (Richard Impolaisagreat trandator!). | cannot say the novel succeeded in
helping me understand Finns, though. They are completely different from Polish people. | consider myself an
extreme introvert but still. It scemsto me that Finns prefer sitting and thinking to acting.

The book is an absorbing and funny (!) read not only for people interested in Finland or/and history but to all
who like agood literature.



Mark Patton says

| picked thisup in order to get ataste of Finnish literature before we travel to Finland this summer. Reading
Under the North Star is certainly a painless way to learn some Finnish history while enjoying an engaging
story. | will likely pick up the two subsequent booksin the trilogy.

Tesa Fiona says

Things the book and | are agree about Finns and Finland:

1. Thou shall not show your emotions. Happines is the most dangerous display of al.

2. Thou shall not boast about your success nor your grandiose future plan. If one wants to boast, let that thing
happen only in your head and bed conversation and throughout your hardworking result.

3. A finn does not simply welcome a strange visitor warmly. Because everyone are strangers, even your
neighbors. Tips: be annoyed when you're being visited, and make sure it's shown on your face.

4. Y ou should do good. Not because you want to, but because it is the right thing to do.

5. Finland isaland consisted by the combination of lakes, woods and more lakes and extra woods.

6. Y ou should be working hard. Because.. because you're afinn. Isthere any better explanation?

7. A true blood Finn knows not how to small talk.

Ok, serioudly. Thelist isjust a stereotype brought up in the first chapters of the book.

The plain book cover, theinvisible soul of the protagonist, and the welcoming scene at the swamp; al this
opening successfully introduced the ordinary and simplicity finnish nature of this book. Love how Linna
welcomed readers with his decent description of the drawbacks-tendency of the characters emotions and the
exploration of complicated finns minds. Plus the effortless stunning Linna's writing style: it is calm, subtle
yet extremely engaging reader's interest.

Thetrifling life of unknown character in somewhere nowhere in finland was surprisingly a comfortable read,
perhaps as aresult of Linna's calm and stable writing style. The main issue of this book, which isthe
tenancies, brought up gradually into scenes that explored finnish political situation at that time. The
exploration was getting broader and broader and made contact with the religious, morality, and of course,
romance in the drama of the characters. Can't deny, but the richness of the characters was one of the best part
of the book. Linna seemed so familiar with al his characters, he carefully explored them one by one with an
apt proportion. But as for me, none of them is interesting enough to fall for.

Towards the end, as the author began to develop Aksdli-Elinaromance, (for me, | am not afan of romance,
that's why) the story lost its spark. However, | do think it was necessary, remembering thisisatrilogy series.

So, what do | think?
Feels like I'm studying finnish history and finns' mind throughout the story.




Elina says

Odotukset olivat ehka hieman turhan korkealla, silla petyin heti kirjan alkumetreilld, mika latisti
lukukokemusta. Pidin kuitenkin paljon Kirjan loppupuol esta, ja se tulikin luettua yhdelté istumalta. Onneksi
minulla on jo seuraava osa valmiina odottamassa :)




