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How islife outside India? Like they show in ‘Karan Johar’ type of Bollywood movies!

How islifein India? Like they show in *Slumdog Millionaire' type of Hollywood movies!

Have you ever wondered why NRIs long for India? Sitting on their pile of dollars, freedom, cleanliness and
convenience, they often talk about the land full of scams, jams, crowds and corruption.

Just like ared lifeisfull of fantasy dreams, can afantasy life be full of ‘reality’ dreams?

Wheat isit about an Indian life that fascinates those living outside it... even those who voluntarily left it
themselves?

Welcome to the world of Kabir, a twenty-something software sales professional aspiring to relocate
overseas. Charming, humorous, street smart and interesting, Kabir isatypical boy who loveslife. The kind
of boy usually Ranbir Kapoor playsin movies. Living in Mumbai with his best friend, who is his complete
opposite and awalking-talking ‘excel sheet’, and in regular touch with his forthright girlfriend and family in
Delhi, Kabir'slifeisfull on.

Elated on being transferred to Australia, Kabir quickly gets married and hops onto the next flight to Sydney.
Dazzled by the glamorous free-spirited Aussie world, the newly-married honeymooning couple soon find
themselvesliving alife beyond their rosiest imaginations. A quick professional success acts as a further icing
on the cake.

But astime flies and the humdrum of married and professional life take over, redlizations of loneliness and
helplessness underlying an envious NRI life begin to surface. Worst come, the relationships | eft behind are
beginning to wither. As his best friend and family battle through unexpected crisis and Kabir himself gets
embroiled in professional challenges, balancing between the two worlds — Australia and India— becomes a
stressful lone battle.

Based on emotions that every NRI and people related to NRI go through, “Complete / Convenient”
sensitively journeys through characters and situations that the author, like every NRI, personally experienced
during his stint out of India (including four yearsin Sydney).
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From Reader Review Complete/Convenient for online ebook

Santhosh says

Nuanced in places, wonderful understanding of relationships and situations, the experience of drifting apart
clearly showing. Since I'm going through some of the stuff, it struck a chord in afew places. But, God, the
writing! I've written better in my story-writing competitions in 6th standard.

Rakhi Jayashankar says

After completing the book | was wondering why this book took so long to reach me! Better |ate than never.
Redligtic is the word that comes to mind when | think of this book. Each instance, each dialogue in the book
seemed so realistic that it was difficult to believe that it is actually fiction.

Diversity of charactersis one of the commendable features of the story. The tug of war between love for the
family as well as nation and the convenience of life abroad is conveyed well. Right from the beginning,
author has consistently maintained the humor without a tinge of exaggeration. Political jugglery in IT firms
isknown to even laymen but the realistic illustration of the same makes the reader live through it. While
portraying the gravity of the rift between daughter-in-law and mother in law, readers can see that both are
actually good at heart and stood with each other in crisis. Every child or teenager or grown up man who think
that they would be better of without parents or family should read this book. Relationship between parents
and children, friends, siblings, husband and wife and colleagues are portrayed well with a beautiful
message.Narration is simple but which bestseller romance has standard English? Well this one is not bad.

Thethird part of the story titled Flashback was unwanted and tad stretched.Also, the reason behind Myra's
unwillingness to comeback, though grave, did not reach the reader with intended intensity, may be because
of lack of details asto who iswho.

The book left me wondering why this book did not create much buzz, or did it.

Reviewed for the publisher
Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book as a complimentary copy in exchange for a honest
review. | was not required to write a positive review. The opinions | have expressed are my own.

Pooja Jeevagan says

The conversations, situations and dialogues, they do feel real...so much real that when you have this
complain from all Indian authors that they use too much of Hindi in their English novels, you somehow get a
heart to ignore that flaw in this book...after al, the things he writes, the conversation; makes you feel at
home...something you see happening in your family, in your friend's family, or of coursein thy
neighborhood...

And that is the only thing about this book that would not regret you reading it...otherwise, there really isn't



anything...to me, it was a book which could have had a story...but then why waste time on a story when you
can just write ayear of your regular life and find readers for it...it's simple, it's down to earth, it touches
reality, but it's not astory...

Yes, at places it would make you think (is there anyone of us who hasn't faced this question or seen someone
really facing the question the protagonist raises)...but then, this book would not provide you the answer to
it...but then actually, no one can...it's just a book on onelife and we al have adifferent life:)

Abhilash Ruhela says

| have finally completed reading Ketan Bhagat's debut novel- Complete/Convenient. | have been one of the
promotional partner of thisbook sinceit wasin its editing stage and after reading this 373-pages book, | am
satisfied that | chose a good product to promote/market. :-) As said severa times by Ketan Bhagat in his
interviews, this book is exclusively about every NRI or everyone living in India and continuously thinking of
shifting abroad because of unwanted chaos here. The clarity of thoughts regarding NRI lifeiswhat |
appreciate the most about the debut author. He does not seems to be confused over the topic that he has
selected to write a story about.

Ketan Bhagat, on his website, introduces himself as- Professionally, Ketan joined Satyam Computer Services
(the company that Mr Ramalinga Raju made both famous and infamous) post his MBA from Narsee Monjee
Institute in 2001. After a 1.5 year stint of trying to learn programming and Tamil, destiny finally took mercy
on the young, frustrated North Indian and made Satyam show him little bit of the world — 2 yearsin
Malaysia, 9 monthsin NZ and 4 yearsin Australia. About 2 years ago, he moved back to India. Currently he
works as aregional sales manager at an MNC in Mumbai. Creative at heart, Ketan has done stintsin
Television (anchor, script writer) and Print (articles in national dailies) during his college days. Few years
ago, he helped his brother script a Bollywood movie.

The synopsis of the book says-

"Have you ever heard of any NRI who:

Hasnt washed dishes and vacuumed carpets

Hasnt missed any of his friends/ family members wedding in India

Doesnt watch Indian movies, no matter how long he has been outside India
Hasnt been to a striptease

Doesnt indulge in Indian food whenever he visits India on a vacation

Do you know any Indian who:

Hasnt thought of moving out of Indiafor a better, safer life

Isnt fed up of the scams, traffic jams, filth, noise, crowd and crime that are part of everyday life

Isnt tired of attending endless weddings, festivals, birthdays, farewells, parties, lunches and dinners that
happen amost every second day in India

Has never envied (secretly or openly) hisfriend / family member living outside India

Hasnt wondered what makes NRIsreturn to India

Welcome to the world of Kabir newly married and newly arrived in Sydney, hoping to live the glamorous
and sophisticated life he has always dreamt of. After all, alife without frantic competition, traffic jams,
gueues, dirt, corruption and social obligations (read evils) can be refreshingly convenient. Professional
success, new friends, a sincere boss... everything seems to be going just fine. But doesnt this sound too good



to be true?"

Coming to the author, | would say that Ketan Bhagat has done a great job in his debut novel. A book that's
made up for alight read is written wonderfully with good narration, easy vocabularies, funny one-liners
every now and then (it seems asif this part isin his genes :-)), relative scenarios and yet something that is
intense and makes us think about our plans and life. When in one interview | read Ketan Bhagat saying that
his stories begin where Chetan Bhagat's ends, | didn't take it seriously but now | can say that this book, at
some point, seems to be a sequel to "2 States' where a couple is being married after too much involvement of
families and then rather than "And they lived happily after”, book discusses what exactly happened to their
lives. :-) In short, Ketan Bhagat is someone whom you can't ignore. If heis not very good, heis definitely
not someone whom you would ignore.

Coming to the book, let'stalk about good points first. Book starts with avery good set up where this boy
working in an Indian MNC suddenly gets an offer to shift Australia. His college-time girlfriend immediately
talks to her parents and decides to marry him before he shifts to Australia and forgets her. The initial family
dramawhile the talks of marriage and while marriage is something that made me laugh as much as 2 States
did. Later on, theinitial settling in Australiais also shown with okay-ish narration. Then the kind of
involvement an abroad job demandsis also powerfully and aggressively discussed. :-) The problem that a
boy is unaware of before marriage is clearly shown when Kabir's tussle with newly-married wife begins. The
differences shown between wife and mother can make any unmarried boy like me get scared of marriage.
But Ketan Bhagat has done it well by filling the scenarios with funny statements and expressions of Kabir.
Some of them are still making me chuckle. :-)

The second half of the book is better than the first half. Kabir's situation when he comes to know about a
mishap that his sister createsin Indiais where the book attracted me the most. How even after giving his
limbs and arms to his job, he does not get his deserved credit is another pity scenario. The way he got
distanced from his father made me weep. How even his mother does not invite him for a function makes me
feel bad. Later when his sister invites him, made me more emotional. How he starts finding his Indian friends
more emotionally connected than any in Australia (after 2 years). How he starts finding India better than
Australiain every term warns us, not-yet-NRI team. :-) How he and his wife, Myra understands each other's
situation is another wonderful moment in the book (in the pre-climax). These are some of the few incidents
that | have put down in the review else there are many which will drive you crazy when you would be
reading this tale yourself.

Coming to the drawback, the major problem that | have with the author is that even when he promoted the
book as atale about a confused NRI residing in Australia and thinking of India as a better option always, the
book is less about it and more about the differences between husband and wife after getting into alove
marriage. Rest, if the author isn't talking about Kabir, his wife and his mother-in-law, he keeps on talking
about Kabir's working culture and scenario. Though author has tried to give enough of Australiaand itslife
but still, it is something that | was expecting more. | wanted to know about how, as soon as Kabir landsup in
Australia, he finds difficult to adapt to the new environments and how he also finds every system far better
than India. But all | got to read was stories blocked between the four enclosed walls of hisrented flat in
Australia. Also, the book could have been easily summed up in 250 pages.

WEell.. but still this book is something that one shouldn't miss. And it is particularly for the people who are
NRIs or are thinking to shift abroad for dollars or for systematic life unlike Indias. To the first half of the
book, | would give 3/5 and second half, 4.25/5. In all, 3.75/5 what | would give to the first attempt of Ketan



Bhagat.
Thanks.

ABHILASH RUHELA - VEERU!!!

Bookish Indulgenges with bOOk r 3vi3ws says

Okay, so al of you know my stand about Chetan Bhagat and so when | heard that there’' s another Bhagat in
the market | was like —isn’t one enough to torture the souls of literature laureates forever? Well then Ketan
Bhagat’ s book hit the market — the blurb wasn’t encouraging enough. But then | got recommendations from
not one but three people to read this book. All the three recommendations began with — he is nothing like
Chetan! So there, | picked it up! But fair warning — there may be some comparisons and biased views—1 am
only human afterall.

The narration follows the story of Kabir and his journey from Indiato Australia and back - hisjob, his
marital life and his hopes and dreams.

When a carefree and fun loving Kabir is offered a position in Australia, he is over the moon. The thoughts of
the exposure and the income in Australian dollarsis a dream come true - but first, he gets married to his
girlfriend Myra. The fast paced life, the novelty of anew country and the settling down soon wears off. The
late nights and missed occasions soon start take atoll. Then afamily emergency calls for hisinvolvement.
And that’ s when the crappy politics, traffic jams and power cuts of his homeland start to look not so bad
afterall.

Okay, | have to admit that this Bhagat brother has a much better writing style. First and foremost, Ketan has
managed to paint avery vivid picture of aforeign land to us Indians who have never had the chance to visit
Australia. Also, lesser Bollywood masala and more real emotions that one can genuinely relate to and
characters closer to the reality welivein.

Another thing about this book isits cover. The cover is nicely done and once | finished reading the book, |
found the cover to be more meaningful than before. The ‘complete’ section has aniillustration of India—the
homeland that may cause inconvenience with its devel oping status but does give the sense of belonging and
completeness. On the other hand, the ‘ convenient’ part has illustration of Australia— the country that
promised of professional exposure, higher income and a much better standard of living yet where life
remains incomplete.

Overall, this may not be the debut of the year but sure holds some promise. Hope this author will mature
over time and bring forward some more work with content that matters.

Sundeep Supertramp says

Review:



On GoodReads, | have received a message on GoodReads from some person, named Subhasis. It read
somewhat like this,

| read your reviews and find them
really interesting and genuine. Contact me
at *some e-mail ID*

| had no ideawhat he was talking about. Anyway, | had decided to mail him, at |east to know the subject of
the deal. To know about the person, | clicked on his name, which directed me to the GoodReads page of
author Subhasis Das (the author of Mom Says No Girlfriend and The Bowled And The Beautiful). That got
me curious. Authors usually contacted me to get their books reviewed, the mysterious message from him
suggested something completely different. Filled with curiosity, | mailed back him.

The basic summary of the exchange that took place through the mails and phone call, which followed that, is
that Subhasis Das, other than maintaining a never ending profile of artistic value - like reading, writing,
travelling, writing scripts for stages, directing, acting in plays and the list continued on with no end in sight -
isalso up for blogging (http://subhounplugged.blogspot.in/) and is going to post ainterview of 'Chetan
Bhagat' talking about his new book. | was taken aback. | was a hard-core fan of Chetan Bhagat. How isit
possible that | didn't come to know of his new book? | asked him the same. He replied that it wasn't 'Chetan’
but 'Ketan' Bhagat - the younger brother of ‘Chetan Bhagat'. That was very curiosity-evoking. But | was still
unaware of my role there.

He went on to explain that the authors he interviewed gave him a signed copy of their book and wanted his
review. Being a close pal, he can't express the pros and cons (the latter mainly) without any inclination, in
case there were any. "So that iswhere | comein," he had said. "l send you a signed copy of the book and you
post a Honest and Unbiased review of the book on our behalf." Then, my role in the whole was made
crystal-clear. Well, | was not disappointed by the deal. Instead, | was very happy for signed copy part. So |
readily agreed. Post that incident, there was ho communication between both of us since along time, because
he was out of town for avery long time and | was too busy reviewing other books to mail asking about the
whereabouts of my copy.

You can read Ketan's ever first online interview over here: http://subhounplugged.blogspot.in/p/k...
Trust me, it isnot half as much as you are thinking it to be. Subho's witticism added spice to the otherwise
monotonous interview.

A few days later, | received a message on Facebook from the author, Ketan Bhagat, himself. | was stupefied
at how the author got to my FB profile, because | nowhere mentioned about my FB details - Neither on my
blog, nor on my GoodReads reviews. However, with Subho's copy nowhere in sight, | accepted the author's
offer on FB. Though he said that it was not possible for him to sign my copy, he promised to sign it
whenever he visits Hyderabad. | didn't think the chance would ever tap at my door, but when it did, | was

To read the entire review, click here...

Purnendu Chatterjee says

Unlike the Aussies, who likes to make things complicated, | think Ketan likes to make things straight, clear



and transparent. The fresh narrating style of his glued mein the book till | turn the last page.

| have never been to Australia or neither have any interest to see pictures of Australiain the internet. But
Ketan makes Australiavisible for me. | can see and feel the paths of Australia through Kabir's eyes.

He have aremarkable sense of humour which he use in a perfect way. Those punchlinesin Italic fonts
always brings a smile on my face. Ketan have a one liner for each character of this story which made the
book more hilarious.

I have told that no man can realize what he actually have without losing that. But thanks to Ketan, | can
realize what India means, what Indian value means, what your parents needs, what your wife's needs and
finally what | needs. | have learned a ot from your book. A truly motivational one.

It never reminds me that | am reading a debut novel. A big thumbs up for you sir. A obvious 5 on 5 from me.
Why not, Kabir got 96% in math in tenth exam and may be you also.

Par omita Bardoloi says

Asareviewer thefirst thing that strikes one about the book is the name. But this book remainstrueto its
name. Y ou just got to read through to know why!

This book begins with Kabir the protagonist in the story working in an MNC in Mumbai. He is a happy-go-
lucky guy in love with Myrawho livesin Delhi. He lives with his friend Ramesh. The twist comes when he
gets atransfer to Australia. Myra declares marriage. Kabir convinces his parents. Ketan Bhagat makes sure
that he uses Kabir and Myra s Punjabi familiesto create humor throughout the book. He tellsin aflat tone
that it is perfectly Okay for his Mamaji to lend the neighbor’ s bigger car when they first Myra' s house.
Mamagji also can’t stop raving about Kabir's maths score in his tenth boards and keeping atab on Kabir's
saary. The marriage happens with both Kabir and Myra getting exhausted with both the families not
agreeing to many thingstogether. It was written from day one Myra and her mother-in-law won’t be best
friends.

Amidst al the lunches and dinner invitations and the spat with mother-in law, Kabir and Myra reaches
Audtralia. The dream life beginsfirstly with no mother in laws, traffics, garbage, cow dung and over flowing
population. Australia came with cleanliness, White Sea beaches, freedom and alovely job. There he makes
friends with Satnam, Parry and Shekher all who are also working in his company. He also meets wise Vishy-
his landlord. But with time, vacuum cleaning and watching utensils, things started changing. Kabir realizes
that al is not greener on the other side of the fence. All the other characters have stories of guilt, love,
longing attached to them. Ketan Bhagat has very clearly etched all the minor characters. He has a complete
grip on the nuances of the emotions he has weaved.

Finally Kabir has to choose between Australia where his career was going great guns and his heart that seeks
much more than the convenience a developed nation brings. | loved it the best when the book says that the
NRIs misses India but India moves on. Do get yourself a copy of this book. It isvery honestly written
without any pretense. Make the journey with Kabir that he makes from his head to heart.

Book: Complete/Convenient
Author : Ketan Bhagat
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Asit Chaurasia says

Well i have completed with the Ketan Bhagat novel Complete/Convenient. After long time | have read
something which isreally worth and i even enjoyed it. Thisis my first review of my life and | hope it doesn’t
disappoint you all ?

Good points about this book.

* | liked the cover page of the book. The printing of the cover page isjust awesome. | have read so many
books but | have never found cover page like this.

» The way author has described the Punjabi community in the book is something different. Kabir mamaji and
mamiji, his mom and sister. How they behaved and talked in front of people. It made me laugh sometimesin
their serious situations. Engagement and marriage ceremony of Kabir was something unexpected for him and
other family members. There was a time when his mamaji could put this marriage talk to an end before the
marriage could start. Mamgji is so entertaining.

« Kahir working for MNC company in India suddenly shifting to Sydney and from there the real life begins.
Author has properly described how life is difficult abroad when you are away from your loved ones. Kabir
marrying Myrawas unaware what is going to happen which is very interesting as it covers everything one
would face after marriage but this is something which happens abroad so it’ s thrilling. For some days or
months its totally fun but after that each and every day is so difficult for Kabir that he couldn’'t balance his
life and felt like aloser although he was trying to manage everything in the best way he can. After marriage
Kabir islike adhol, from one side his wife keep on giving complains and on the other side his mom doing
the same thing. Sometimes i thought while reading that later on they must have got divorced but whatever
happened |ater was something unexpected. It was all like miracle that someone could wish.

« Later part is of her sister marriage which is turning point of the book as it described the meaning of
relationship to each and every character in this book. Perfect love, meaning of friendship from his Indian and
Sydney friends, emotions, feelings of father and mother which at one point of time Kabir didn’t care or he
was just blind in love of hiswife but they had a better understanding which israrely find in today’ s world.
Solutions and advices given by Kabir's friend vishy which can make anyone think and take correct decision.
* Sydney iswell described asi have got lots of information on their culture, how much expensiveit is, how
people are independent, places, foods, beaches and bars which i loved the most ;)

 Each and every line or paragraph of this book has something interesting which can make you think. Some
statements are still making me smile when i think about it. Each character has a soft corner in his heart which
i liked the most for some or the other reason ?

Limitations of the book.

« For an Indian reader 373 pages is too much. Hardly anyone read more than 200 to 250 pages. In between
eveni felt of quitting it but the suspense and way you described each and every situation made me complete
this book?

« | was expecting something more about Australia such as there is any other good place to visit except
beaches and bars.



| found this book very interesting as it give lots of information about places, foods, streets, restaurants,
beaches, bars, etc. It has perfect meaning of love, friendship, family relations, etc. How ups and downs come
in life when you are far away from your family. How to balance life? How to make decisions? And lot more
when you read you will come to know.

Thisisalengthy book but i loved it alot. | am eagerly waiting for the next book even if it is of 500 pagesi
would lovetoread it. | would give 4/5 for the first book of Mr. Ketan Bhagat

VaultOfBooks says

By Ketan Bhagat. Grade A

People blessed (ha!) with siblings would agree that there are positives and negatives when it comes to
following what your sibling has already mastered. Y ou share the same parents, and, therefore, the same
genes, and that means anything one sibling accomplishes, you should theoretically be able to accomplish a
bit of that aswell. You like it or not, when you enter the same domain, comparison is bound to happen.
Michael and Ralf Schumacher? Mukesh and Anil Ambani? Michael and Fredo Corleone? Adolf and Rudolf
Dassler?

Ketan’s Complete/Convenient doesn’t, in the least bit, follow any of Chetan’ s writing cliché. It is witty,
wise, and—most important of all—truly beautiful in ways that many books are not. There's an honest, ardent
majesty in which life of an NRI is showed. Ketan has wholeheartedly embraced the situation of most NRIs
and that may be because this book isinspired by his experiences. The book has so much joie de vivre and if
thereisany justice in thiswworld, Ketan will be huge star soon.

I lovedit! | loved it because it was funny, poignant, and smart, and simple, and compl ete kickass, and takes
absolutely no shit from any of its detractors. There, | said it.

India. Yes, itisdirty, and dusty. People litter and spit and urinate in public. Y es, there is corruption. Most
service providers can’t spell ‘punctuality’ . Roads have potholes bigger than there are craters on the moon and
if you drivein Delhi, your testicles live in the daily fear of retracting into your lungs. Yes! Why would
somebody like to live in such a country? This book will tell you why abillion people till reside here, despite
its abundant, endless flaws. Why there are perfectionsin its imperfections. Ten out of ten to Ketan.

The book is divided into three chapters; from Mumbai to Delhi to Sydney, the stay in Sydney and coming
back home. Working in an MNC in Mumbai, Kabir gets an offer to shift to Australia after marrying his
college girlfriend (No, its not that smple. There were many complications and speed breakers but let’s gloss
over this homage Ketan has paid to his brother). The newly married happy couple movesto Australiaand
remains there for two years (No, obvioudly its not that simple, there are complications at extremely large
scale and speed breakers bigger than biceps of any botox laced wrestler, but let’ s gloss over that too).
However, astimeflies, Kabir starts feeling nostalgic about India. Torn between personal, professional,
family and life in two different continents, the story of Kabir has love, patriotism, duty, friendship, tragedy,
sacrifice, comedy, drama, despair, hope, AND romance — all expressed and expressed very ssmply. The first
half of the story will make you chuckle, but the second half will make you weep. The emotions are many and
sublimated without being maudlin. Watch out, they may dlip by before you feel them.



If you are someone with the lacrimal apparatus of Attilaand pride yourself with the ability to never getting
your eyes moist while reading books, | dare you — no, | double dare you to read Complete/Convenient. This
is beauty. Classy! Leave thetechnical details aside, thisis one honest book that you must read.

Originaly reviewed at Vaultofbooks.com, a close-knit community of fanatical readers. We are looking for
perceptive readers who can write well, and we are eager to provide lots of free books in exchange for
reviews. Shoot us amail at contact@vaultofbooks.com

Divya says

The book goes on and on for awhile and goes on some more and a little more going on going.

How did you like reading that sentence? That's how much I like this book. Unnecessarily obsessively
tedious.

I'm a hundred pages down and I'd return it first thing tomorrow morning but my library is closed on
Mondays.

Kavita says

| had just returned from a meeting with avisiting NRI wife when | picked up Ketan Bhagat’s Compl ete/
Convenient. As| started reading it, it seemed nothing but an extension of the tales of woe | had just heard
from the said ‘wife’ except that Bhagat' s book was from the standpoint of the husband.

Complete/Convenient begins with the protagonist, Kabir being assigned ajob in Australia, following which
is his hasty marriage to his sweetheart Myra and their subsequent relocation to the island continent. The
wedding event is filled with incidents of sparring between the two families, the description of whichis
straight out of a Bollywood movie .The first three quarters of the book is tiresome reading as it seemsto only
deal with Myraand her ma-in-law’s conflicts. Just when you are about to give up in desperation, Ketan
finally brings up issues which have some substance...mainly that of the mental conflict faced by NRIs on the
eternal question of whether to settle down in the adopted country or to return to India. His description of
Kabir's angst over being left out of family affairsiswell captured and his turmoil over his responsibilities to
his family versus that towards his wifeis also brought out well.

The author repeatedly refers to Kabir washing dishes to show hisloss of Punjabi manliness and the
‘kameenapan’ of ‘NRI life’ where you ‘could play golf, drive swanky cars and yet have to wash your dirty
utensils yourself’. | fail to understand Ketan Bhagat’ s thinking here and why he believesthat is the worst that
could happen to an Indian man. Has Mr. Ketan Bhagat never heard of Mahatma Gandhi, who was
broadminded enough almost a century ago to ask people to clean their own toilets to teach them alesson in
humility? The lesson in respecting manual work appears to have been lost on both Kabir and K etan Bhagat.

Office poalitics, the characterisation of his sister Kiran and his father are fairly well developed by the author.
Thetagline of ‘thereis more to men than bromance’ however seemed rather unconvincing and the title of the
book, uninspiring.



Comparisons with his more famous brother are inevitable and at the cost of being politically incorrect...|
will continue to do so. Ketan's preface gave me an impression of a‘Robbie’ complex (of Everybody Loves
Raymond fame’) and his characterisation of Ramesh and pre-marriage Myra seemed heavily drawn from
charactersin the movie version of brother Chetan’ s Five Point Someone.

Both brothers, | must admit have a knack for good story telling and that is probably the only thing going for
Ketan. While Chetan appears to be more versatile and his writing is simple but at |east grammatically
correct, Ketan' s fails miserably on the language front although his debut story does seem to have greater
focus.

On the language front, Ketan desperately needs to get his copy, proof read. The writing is fraught with
errors. Typos and grammatical errors abound. Beer is spelt bear, Singapore is Signapore, acar involved in an
accident isan ‘accidented car’ and amillion others .... If aprinted, | am assuming edited version, has that
many errors, | would suggest he either tries his luck with a better proof reader the next time or switches to
writing in alanguage other than in English.

Honestly, | was drawn to the book only because the author was Chetan’ s brother. While Chetan has created a
niche with his simplistic, non pretentious writing style (and more importantly, appears to have a better
editor), Ketan needsto first of all focus on achieving an acceptable level of English writing quality before
working on the next step of creating an identity for himself. His writing appearsto ‘ draw inspiration’ from
Chetan’s style and the lack of anything new to offer is a serious drawback. While it could be argued that
being siblings their writings would have similarities, Chetan got first dibs on it, so hard luck Ketan...

On the whole, a story better suited for a soap on TV channel than arefreshing read for a discerning reader.1f
you can't ignore the quality of writing and focus on the story then this one is definitely not for you.

Raka Majumdar says

To be honest knowing that Ketan Bhagat was the brother of Chetan Bhagat killed my anticipation for the
book. Well | agree Chetan Bhagat has brought Indian youth back to reading but being a reader myself | am
less than impressed with his writing. So one can imagine my surprise when | found myself actually enjoying
Complete/Convenient. Heis al that Chetan Bhagat is not in a positive way, and that is saying alot.

Sarika Patkotwar says

*NOTE: We (The Readdicts) received a copy of Complete/Convenient by author Ketan Bhagat from Srishti
Publishers & Distributorsin exchange for an honest review. We thank the publishing house for the book!

I must admit that | started out this book keeping in mind that it iswritten by the Indian author whose books
are national bestsellersin India and whose books | truly enjoy reading and am a huge fan of, Chetan Bhagat's
younger brother. | then realised how wrong | was in comparing the two, how unjust and unfair it would be to
the book and soon after that realisation hit me, | started reading Complete/Convenient as a book written by
Ketan Bhagat. | was lucky enough to meet the author at his book launch in my city and while reading the
book, | felt appreciative towards him and listening to him talk about himself and his book made me



understand it better.

Complete/ Convenient isn't exactly a story but more of afictionalisation of author Ketan Bhagat'slife
experiences, asimple rendition of an Indian man who, in the end of the day, is a son, brother and husband.
It's the tale of Kabir Kapoor, who is thrilled by an opportunity to work in Australia. A quick, exciting and
extremely boisterous follow up of events like his marriage with the love of hislife Myra, his abrupt goodbye
to hisfamily and friends later, he finds himself in love once again- this time with the beautiful continent and
country of Australia. From there begins Kabir'strue life, full of fun and boredom, ups and downs, positives
and negatives, good and bad and ultimately, along the journey, he faces the one realisation that is more of a
life-changing phenomenon and | loved Kabir's choice in the matter.

| don't have many names on my Indian book boyfriendslist, but | can surely say that Kabir has made it to the
list. He was such a great guy- sweet, funny, loving, caring and kind. Obviously he had his own set of
difficulties, problems, flaws and imperfections, but they al made him seem more real and true. | wasn't
aways very fond of hiswife Myra's nature but they say that people are what they are because of something
that has happened to them and Myras past, in one line, did nothing but justify her being. Together, Myraand
Kabir made for alovely couple and | loved seeing the two go through everything they went through. Seeing
Kabir go through his "peak" phase was emotional. | loved how references were made to Bollywood news,
movies and gossip as well as other little daily things that happens around us. What | loved seeing most,
however, was Australia, it's lifestyle and ways, from both Myra and Kabir's points of views.

On the family front, while both families were huge, Myra's was more calm and poised and Kabir's was loud
and cheerful. There were plenty more charactersin the book as well, each of which seems so normal and an
Indian will surely find someone or the other they can relate to. Like any typical Indian scenario, putting lots
of people in the same place only brightensit more and that's exactly what happened in Complete/ Convenient
aswell.

Author Ketan Bhagat himself has stated that he has written this book only to bring forward a message that all
of us know, but not all of us see and that hiswriting isn't all that great. | agree with the author but | must say
that it is quite decent and the way in which the book has been written doesn't bore the reader at all. Ketan
Bhagat has a superb sense of humour and it showed in his book as well. Complete/ Convenient keeps you
entertained, constantly thinking about certain things and gives you a message that isn't at all imposing but
just practical and worth knowing and sharing. It is an highly enjoyable read that made me laugh out loud at
numerous times. There is so much of authenticity and reality in this book that it's aright to give imagination
abreak and just live the book and | did just that.

Y ou know you've read a good book when you carry it mentally with you all the time. | found myself staring
out at many people, couples especialy (sorry for the awkwardness said people!), when | went outside and
thinking in my head if, at a personal front, in any way, they are going through the same situations as Myra
and Kabir are.

All'indl, I really liked and enjoyed Complete/ Convenient. I'm definitely going to read all of Ketan Bhagat's
books from now on. He, both as an author and as a person, has acquired a huge fan in me. My rating is
somewhere between 3.5 to 3.75, which I'm rounding up to asolid 4 owls. Yes, | liked this book and if my
super lengthy review wasn't enough then let me say (thisisthe last bit, | promise) that | would highly
recommend it.

Binu Thomas says

Complete Review here

Ketan Bhagat has relived the Bhagat family tradition of writing a gem of adebut book. For an IT
professional, | can totally relate to the arguments put forth by the protagonists (Kabir) when confronted with



career overseas and family back homein India.

Author has adopted a simple way of narrating the story. The writing is simple too. There are regular
comparisons between living in Indiaand overseas, their pluses and minuses. So, people who want to rel ocate
can easily finalize their decision after reading this book! Even the people planning to rel ocate overseas can
go through the different arguments you will eventually face.

And yes, Ketan has a different writing style with |ess masala than Chetan.




