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Official Description: Beau has always been the center of attention, the first responder, dive master, and all
around life-saver. When he gets ajob overseas, Abram feels that he has to follow hislover, but he still
harbors doubts of his own worthiness.

Those doubts come to a head during the long flight to begin their new lives. How far is Abram willing to go
to keep Beau to himself? Sometimes in matters of the heart, you just have to divein and sink or swim.

Original Prompt:
Dear Author,

| will leave the story up to you. What ever gets your creative juices going is fine with me. These men just
need a story.

Photo Description: A close-up photo of the faces of two dark-haired, scruffy, shirtless young menin afield
of red wildflowers. They are lying down in opposite directions. One's head rests on the other's chest, the
other's head pillowed on a bent arm to look at the viewer.

This story was written as a part of the M/M Romance Group's " Hot Summer Days' event. Group members
were asked to write a story prompt inspired by a photo of their choice. Authors of the group selected a photo
and prompt that spoke to them and wrote a short story.

Download the story, read it here or find it in Don't Read in the Closet, Volume 3 or Don't Read in the Closet:
GayRomLit Retreat 2011 Special Edition.
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From Reader Review Sink or Swim for online ebook

Fangtasia says

One of the reasons | read m/m instead of m/f isthe rarity of encountering TSTL main characters. And I'm not
saying Abram is exactly TSTL, but man... some of the inner dialog had me wanting to smack him upside the
head.

Still, anice, sweet romance with an inspiring HEA. What's not to like?

CASsays

| think it's already been said but | really enjoyed how BIG this story feels. We get the opportunity to see
special moments from Abram and Beau's time together as Abram trips down memory lane. :) | loved the way
they met and that Beau reflected back on that in his vows. The day the "picture" was taken was an especialy
sweet and sentimental moment for the two. Beautifully written!

| love it when an author or rather authorsin your case *grin* follow through with atease..
At the beginning of the story Abram made a wish:

| knew what he saw in the water, why he loved it so much. | knew he loved me, but sometimes | just wished he
would look at me with that same glint of joy in his gaze.

Thisisthe moment "I" lost it as hiswish IS fufilled:
“ Breathe, baby,” Beau whispered.

| did, but all | could see was him. The suit a perfect fit, making him stand out as the amazing catch he truly
was. Dark eyes glistening even in the low light, reading of warmth and joy.

I love moments like that..that's awesome writing!
Thank you Lissaand Xara.

Trisha Harrington says

One of the cutest stories ever.

Donna says



Y ou guys did good...real good! *grin*

| wonder sometimes why it easier to expect the worst, rather than accept the good in life? Abe has trust
issues, but Beau has a plan... maybe more than one! *wink*

Really cute, sweet story... just my kind of read! (for today, anyways!)

Catherine says

In the same breath I'm going to tell you that this story wasn't bad, exactly, but that I've never been so closeto
DNFing ashort story in my life. It felt like it took me Y EARS to read this story. In fact, it did take me TWO
DAYS... Toread 40 pages! That'sinsanity.

There was an annoying as heck MC, harebrained plot points, and logic holes so large you could drive an 18
wheeler through ‘em. Just not my cuppa.

L-D says

| was surprised about 2/3rds of the way through this free download when the owner of the resort introduced
himself as Havi. | had just read another free download novella about Adam and JT who moved to a gay-
friendly resort as the chef and manager. | didn't realize that it was the same island which was kind of cool. In
this short, Beau and Abram are aso moving to the island to be the dive master and a masseuse. It was just
kind of neat to recognize it was the same world without expecting it. Especially sinceit's different authors. |
think that if | read the entire Days of Summer anthology, it would become more clear.

Don't Read in the Closet is a collection of short stories published for free for members of the M/M Romance
Group. The best part of this series of shortsisthat they were based on a photo and a reader request for a
story. Hereis the photo and reader request that inspired this story (warning contains tasteful M/M situation):

http://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/5...

E says

This story was so full of incredible depth and descriptions, it felt like afull-length novel. Riding the waves of
Abram'’sinsecurity and following him into his surety of his place in Beau'slife was amazing! What we all
want, in the end, isto know for sure the love we give is returned. Abram and Beau have that connection that
all couples dream of and | am glad | got to follow their journey. Great read!




Marte - Thunderella says

** 25 lovey-dovey stars**

Jeez! Abram, Mr. Pessimist, wake up and smell your gorgeous, adoring boyfriend already! What the heck are
you doing entertaining such thoughts?!

And you're such aromantic too...

"I just think that since we're doing this whole move thing, maybe we should make it official. You know, like
make it forever. Get married or something." The words spilled from my mouth before | even knew what | was
saying.

Beau's smile widened. "Why Abram, did you just propose to me?"

"1 meant-ah-you know--"

He leaned over and kissed me soundly before dropping to his knees at my feet. (..) This couldn't be
happening could it? Did he really want to marry me? Forever bound with laws and papers and vows?(..)
"Yes, | will marry you, Abram McGregor."

And that's exactly what happens. Lovey-dovey, woohoo.... It was sweet, but unfortunately 1'd lost interest
due to your doubting thoughts.

A short story in the collection " Don't Read in the Closet, Volume Three" from the MM Romance Group
Hot Summer Event 2011.

Click HERE for the story onlineor HERE to download the whole collection for your reading device.

Picture and prompt:
(view spoiler)



(hide spailer)]

Wendy Ann says

Loved the fact that this story gave us aview of when Beau and Abram met and took us right up to their little
surprise! | felt bad that Abram had so many doubts about himself and how much he meant to Beaw.
Persondly, | think Abram'’s the really hot one in the picture;) Beau said it best in this passage: Standing
behind me, he turned my face to the mirror. “ Look at you, baby. You,” he leaned forward to kiss my neck
again, “ are fucking gorgeous. Those huge blue eyes. You level me every time you look at me.” And that
induction into the mile high club? Holy hotness - that was awesome!!! Fantastic story, thank you:)

Exina says

2.5 stars

The Story

Abram and Beau are dating for awhile now, but Abram is afraid that Beau would leave him someday for
someone better and he has doubts in Beau’' s feelings for him. Honestly, | have no ideawhy, asit istotally
obvious that Beau is head over heels for Abram.

Beau is amazing, caring and attentive. | see no reason for Abram to be that insecure and jealous of him.

The episodes from their life told in retrospect were lovely, and overall the story was sweet, maybe too sweet.

The Romance
Pseudo-conflicted but sweet.

Characterization
Nice and enough for anovella

Emotions
Solid.

Sugar content
High.

Recommended?

Originally posted on my blog on January 14, 2015.




Silvia says

| loved thidg!

Janeylou says

3.5 stars

Bettye Kanady says

This story is about a"dive master" and a masseuse. It was almost too sweet for me... and I'm a diabetic! Beau
was flipped over his guy (the dive master) but Abram was just as gone (the masseuse). And they met on the
beach where Beau was the lifeguard hottie of the day! Abram gets hit in the head by a"run amok" surf board
and that's all she wrote! It's been ayear and they are still going strong. | did have to laugh though, the
amount of tension that Abram was carrying due to a"certain joke" made him just too much fun to pick on;
and Beau did! Once he realized that it made Abram upset though? He stopped it then and there and
apologized. | just have to say it! What aguy! The story has some great moments, and the end was nothin' but
pure sugar... but it winds up being a good 45 minutes spent!

Anna says

omfg one of the cutest thingsi have ever read.

Elsbeth says

Gosh, thiswas sweet!!! My teeth hurt.. But | loved it!!

The starswinked in the sky, and not even the swaying of the boat could bother me now.

“1 want you to stay up all night with me. Tomorrow will be the first sunrise of therest of our
lives. | want to watch it with you.”

“Now and forever, babe.”

This story is afree story from Goodreads M/M Romance Group
(MM Romance Group Hot Summer Event 2011 - volume 3)
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