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Wake Me Up Inside is a ghost story centered around a strong teen-age heroine, Paige Maddison, who is
forced to move with her parents from Toronto to hicksville Ontario, to help look after her ailing
grandparents. It is a story of discovering one’s heritage and uncovering secrets. What will Paige learn about
her family’s past and what will she discover about herself as she moves through this journey?

Paige discovers that her maternal family home is a mansion called O’Brien Manor along with a guest house,
condemned cottage and a graveyard. Before Paige leaves Toronto, she has nightmares and visions but does
not realize they are of this place until she meets the ghosts haunting the Manor…
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From Reader Review Wake Me Up Inside for online ebook

Megan says

I received this book for free through Goodreads First Reads. I really enjoyed reading this book.

The story is about a teenage girl named Paige Maddison who is forced to move with her parents to an estate
called O'Brien Manor to help her Grandfather who is ill. Paige starts to experience paranormal activity and
bears the burden of solving the family secret which is tied to an evil spirit haunting the estate.

Once I started reading this I could not put it down. It is spooky, and suspenseful. I thought it was extremely
well written and I cannot wait to read the second one when it comes out.

Layla Q. says

“Wake Me Up Inside” by Lee Bice Matheson, is a fantastic read for all ages, but especially a teenager like
me. It begins with the main character Paige’s backstory, a spunky, confident teenager who has to leave her
home town. Paige’s story leaves questions about her parents and grandparents pasts that she must find out.
Paige seems like an ordinary teenager going through familiar struggles such as her relationships with her
family and moving. But the story takes a mysterious turn when Paige is now staying at the O’Brien Manner,
which she had no idea belonged to her grandparents. The book goes further than a basic plot and evaluates
situations beyond our earthly realm. It has all the fun of a dramatic family story with the mystery of a
challenge that must be solved by Paige herself. With her newfound power, the set up for the next two books
in the series is perfectly prepared. I highly recommend this book and I look forward to reading the next two
books in the series, “Destiny’s Gate” and “Shine Your Light“!

Melissa says

The author just completed a reading here at the Orillia Public Library. We had some very enthusiastic youth
rush to purchase and get her signature. Fantastic!

Katy says

Love, love, love WAKE ME UP inside! This book is easily relatable for people of all ages. Bice-Matheson’s
attention to detail brings her spirited heroine to life before your eyes. Cannot wait for the next in this series!

Aliaxey Kharytanovich says

Wake Me Up Inside is weaved around teenage Canadian girl, Paige Maddison, who is still discovers
fascinating world around and inside her. Not only that, but through her dreams she explores another world,



chilling, creepy and mysterious. Unfortunately, the other world explore her as well. It’s just a matter of time
before real and illusory become inseparable, bringing her to the adventure where her family’s past, present
and future are the integral parts.
Gradually going page by page I found myself veiled with plenty of layers of mystery and love, relationships
and suspense, romance and discovery – thin enough not to be bored and sufficiently thick to keep you
entertained. Development, rather slow in the beginning, tensed as Paige’s adventure progressed to its
inevitable end and the pieces of story puzzle being put together.
For me this book, from its inaugural decorations to the barefaced cliffhanger in the very ultimate sentence, is
certainly a nice way to spend an evening or two.
Mental note: not to forget to read parts two and three.

Cheryl says

This book was free as part of a goodreads giveaway. This book was very entertaining and definitely spooky.
It had me jumping at unexpected noises for the last three days. The only problem I had with the book is that
it was a little too short. Since this book also leads you hanging, I'm wondering when the next one is out?

siobhan Quinlan says

5 stars. This book was amazing. I enjoyed every second of this book.

Kristin says

I highly recommend this book to readers of all ages! It is a truly compelling mystery that kept me captivated
from start to finish. If you're looking for a book with a mix of suspense, family unity, and mystery- this is for
you! Thank you Lee Bice-Matheson for this book :)

Rebecca says

Wake Me Up Inside is one of the most suspenseful, spooky novels I have read in a long time. I read the book
in one sitting before I went to sleep one night and the characters followed me into my dreams! They each
have traits that are easy to identify with and I think that anyone who reads this book, regardless of age, will
find something in common with at least one of the characters.

This book is definitely one that you can't put down until the story reaches its conclusion. The ideas are
clearly written and the storyline is easy to follow. Cannot wait to start reading the second installment of
Paige Maddison's adventures!



Maggie says

I'm sure Anthony will enjoy it. A childs ghost story.

Brielle says

Paige Maddison has been having nightmares ever since she learned her family would be moving. Ripped
from everything she's ever known in her hometown Toronto, her grandfather's ailing health has forced Paige
and her family to move to their enormous estate, O'Brien Manor.

As soon as Paige steps into the manor, her troubles begin. On a race against supernatural forces to finish
solving a certain "mistery" before her grandfather runs out of time, Paige rallies the power of family,
friendship and young love in her battle to save those she loves

I found this book to be the epitome of a compelling mystery and ghost story that retains the delightful
cleanliness of a short novel suited for any age group. Lee Bice-Matheson's style of writing very effectively
drags you in and keeps a reader on his or her toes until the very end. The most noticeable aspect of the whole
novel may be Lee Bice-Matheson's choice to use Paige's stream-of-consciousness to describe the scenes
around her rather than the usual ominous third-person descriptions found in so many other stories. This lends
the book a sort of endearing innocence while maintaining the level of suspense needed to bring the reader to
a satisfying conclusion.

The first in a trilogy, Wake Me Up Inside introduces characters whom all demonstrate great potential for
further development. I for one await the other two books with a fervor. This is highly recommended by Boyu
Huang, Allbooks Review.

Justin says

A unique take on the age-old ghost story, Paige's journey through O'Brien Manor is one of self-discovery,
adventure, and a little bit of romance. Lee Bice-Matheson, the first-time author of this chilling tale, has
achieved a nice balance of dialogue and fast-paced action.  Wake Me Up Inside  is certainly a page-turner -
once I started reading I couldn't stop!

Philip says

Lee Bice-Matheson’s debut novel starts out as a coming-of-age story, exploring the themes of transition and
discovery as teenager Paige is uprooted from her urban life to live in her family’s ancestral home in rural
Ontario, but before she leaves, she is already experiencing (prophetic?) visions of a little girl.

Paige quickly comes to love O’Brien Manor and helps to heal the rift between her mother and her estranged
parents. Romance also blossoms in the form of hunky neighbour, Brad, and suddenly things aren’t looking so
bad in the country. That is, until the ghosts of the past catch up with Paige and her family.



Lee Bice-Matheson slowly builds the tension with a cold spot here and a tap on the shoulder there, and as
Paige’s dreams get stronger, she is getting weaker as the malevolent spirit feeds on the life energy of her and
her grandfather. With Brad’s help, Paige has a mystery to solve and her grandfather’s medical condition
gives the ticking clock necessary to ramp up the tension and make her investigation a race against time.

It’s a short novel and very easily read, and I’m sure its YA target audience will find much to identify with. I
liked the Evanescence reference (where the book gets its title from), but the rest of the musical references
went over my head. I’m only docking it a star because I believe there is more for teenage girls to empathise
with here than a guy at the wrong end of his thirties.

This is the first book in a proposed trilogy. It’ll be interesting to see where it goes from here.

Fran says

Wake Me Up Inside: Lee Bice-Matheson

Nightmare can often trigger memories that many would prefer to remain dormant. Others can ignite or fuel
and event that might change the course of the way we think or our lives in the future. As Paige Maddison
descends into a world that seems foreign to her, filled with forest trees, scratches caused by errant branches
she focuses on her appearance, what she is wearing and the warmth and comfort of where she really is turns
to fear and desperation as she clings to the hope of surviving. Heart racing, time slowing down and this
young girl found herself staring at the face of a boy who appeared to be lying in a coffin. So graphically
described and vividly depicted the reader becomes totally enveloped in the nightmare along with Maddison
experiencing the same things, seeing the same horrors and viewing this young man appearing in his final
repose. But, just when she thought the dream might end something happens that would haunt her not only
now but in the future as well. A young girl appears out of nowhere stopped and stares at her and then her real
world begins to come into focus. Hands cold and clammy she tries to regain her composure and falls back
into an unsettling sleep. Wake Me Up Inside is a story that focuses on Paige Maddison whose nightmares
will haunt her and whose visions of this young girl will in her dreams.

As she daylight comes upon her she hears her mother’s voice reminding her to get up for school. But, the day
has yet to begin and her dream becomes more of a reality as she discusses her father’s upcoming speech to
her class, the move to an estate called O’Brien Manor to take care of her grandfather who is ill and the vision
of this young girl who appears within the halls of her school. But, not only does the Principal of her school
notice something off about her but so does her father notice how pale and drawn she appears as she once
again shares her next dream, this time wearing her fancy dress but the setting is the same forest and the dogs
or hounds are following her as she once again tries to escape. But, something happens this time that alerts her
parents that there might be something wrong with Paige as her mother awakens her for school and she
appears more than just troubled. Added in they now bring to light their move, how she feels and why an
emotional scene that brings this family even closer. But, whether they realize it or not Paige is having
problems and as she alone relates to the reader, “Dreams seemed to rule my life, lately,” she states but what
will moving bring and will things change? As they leave for her grandparent’s home not only does her
mother have feelings of trepidations but also so does Paige. Arriving would only highlight things even
further as her first impression is quite remarkable and the Manor quite both impressive and creating an eerie



feeling within her and her mother. Having been estranged from her parents for many years this was her first
visit back to her home and finding herself there was quite unsettlingly to Lori, Paige’s mother. Added in as
Paige begins to explore this Manor House something happens that creates a chill within her body and causes
her family to become alarmed. But, what happens next when she leaves the Manor and meets a young man
named Brad will definitely alert the reader to the knowledge that not everything is what it appears to be and
that more unusual or paranormal happens still await our main character.
Bradley Adam Parkman seems to have the scoop on what is happening in this estate and their strange but fast
friendship will take them within this huge manor, exploring the estate and the experiences that they
encounter will rock their inner most core and not be revealed to anyone.

As we get to know the family a little better our narrator Paige with the help of her new friend enlightens the
reader in many ways. The house has some secrets hidden within its walls, her grandparents are not revealing
everything and the truth behind their estrangement comes out. But, why does Paige seem uneasy every time
she tries to fall asleep? What about the ceiling and the light feeling that there are angel’s watching over
everyone? What is the spirit that seems to live in this house? Is this house cursed or is there an evil being that
is lurking around and haunting it?

Author Lee Bice-Matheson introduces two teens that every parent would be proud of yet are still typical
teens. Paige is bright, respectful yet speaks her mind when necessary and Bradley is kind, supportive and
quite the match for her. As the author uses Paige’s dreams and innermost thoughts to describe the events and
the surroundings. Some are told in the first person whereas others in the third person narrative keeping the
reader transfixed, focused and wondering what else is going to happen, the mystery and suspense is palpable
throughout the novel as Paige hopes to learn the truth and solve the mystery before it’s too late.

Then the author enlightens us as to the identity of the young girl that Paige sees on the staircase as well as
another spirit that wants to remain unseen. While these two spirits decide on their next venture Paige and her
mother explore the manor and the amazing porcelain dolls that Paige sees and more then something happens
that causes Paige to realize that just maybe everything is not what it really seems.

The author allows Paige to explore the grounds and vividly describes her surrounds that if you close your
eyes you can create your own mental picture and join Paige as she explores the all of the area surrounding
the estate. But, there is so much more to this story as one family that has been divided for so long just might
find their way back together again. One young teen discovers many truths about her grandparents and her
mother that will either force them farther apart or bond them even more. As Paige and her mother explore the
room filled with dolls, she then finds her way to a cottage where she comes face to face with the image she
has been seeing in her dreams.

As Paige requests space to take photos and perfect her craft as a photographer once again she finds herself
wandering the grounds, looking at every flower and bird but then she sees an angel with wings and what
happens next you just won’t believe. As you look at the artistically crafted cover of the book you see the
angel resting and wonder just whom that might be and whether she is connected to Paige in some way.
Where does Brad come into play and what exactly does he know that has not been revealed to Paige?

As the gap between generations might be narrowed the one young man seems angered by the joy that Paige
exhibits when she sees her new studio. What is the problem that this spirit has and why are they living in the
Manor? As another truth is revealed we learn more about the Manor House its connection to another family
and the path that one spirit intends to take but why still has not been revealed.

When Paige finds herself within the confines of this long lost cemetery again she comes upon a stone tablet,



which sets her mind in motion. As she and Bradley explore some more, find an inscription on the stone and
then suddenly Paige senses something is wrong with her grandfather but does not know why? Will she be
able to find the answers to this mystery that has been hidden for years? What is the family secret that no one
has revealed and will this spirit that wants to play games with those living here win or will Paige stop it cold?

On page 74 the author brilliantly includes the poem: Alone by Edgar Allan Poe to add more to the mystery
behind why the evil spirit is trying to destroy and hurt Paige’s family and who the primary target is. The
spirit also explains the past, why he is angry and as the poem if you take it apart talks about death, an evil
spirit and is carved on the stone tablet that Paige found in the cemetery. One spirit is happy to live freely in
the manor while the other seems to feel alone within him or inside. As one spirit understands her fate the
other appears to not be able to reconcile how he cannot do things as he did before and feels isolated and
Alone. Experiencing life as before is no longer an option and creates a sadness within the reader and more
within each of the characters as Paige, Bradley and even the spirits have to learn how to deal with loneliness,
sadness, isolation and love. The magnificent descriptions of the mountains, the sun, the sky evoke emotions
that can relate to joy, anger or even sorrow. Poe was different and he did not feel that he belonged at times.
As we come to the emotional ending and the surprises plus revelations it holds we often reflect that Poe
might have used the word “mystery,” to define the unknown or in this poem the dark cloud or threat cast
over the family by this spirit who felt isolated an alone.

Just what caused her grandfather’s illness you will learn for yourself when you read the ending and find out
just who spirit was awaken from inside and what the fate of this family will be. This is the first in the Paige
Maddison series and when you read the final sentences you will know: Snap: Click: Check out the final
photo for yourself and feel the chill. This is one book that all YA’s, teens and middle school children will
enjoy reading as Paige and Bradley fight and race to save the fate of someone she loves as one young girl
and many adults learn the true meaning of love, family, loyalty and friendship.

Fran Lewis: reviewer

Jslana says

Lee Bice-Matheson’s, Wake Me Up Inside is an electrifying adventure of self-discovery for the heroine,
Paige. Paige is strongly developed and vividly brought to life by the author through detailed narrative. This
book was most enjoyable to read and hard to put down!


